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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because 
reference character "102" has been used to designate both "video graphic reels" and "various 
buttons" both in par. 3 of the Detailed Description. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: ref. no; 103, fig.l. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the 
specification to add the reference characters) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the examiner does not 
accept the changes, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action 
in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The Specification 
fails to disclose claimed subject matter "machine-readable medium" as seen in claim 20. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new 
and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. As it appears, there Was no further explanation regarding machine- 
readable medium, therefore examiner assumes that it could be software. Applicant is to clarify 
the machine-readable medium by providing proper information. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Re claim 20: the limitations "the audio module" in line 6-7. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



9. Claims 1, 2, 4-10, 12-18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 

by Hecht et al (US 2003/0073491). 

Re claim 1 : Hecht et al discloses a computerized gaming system, comprising: a gaming 
module (10a), comprising a processor (38) and gaming code (72) which is operable 
when executed on the processor (38) to conduct a reel slot machine wagering game on 
which monetary value can be wagered (see fig. la, 2, and 3; par. [0038]; and par. 
[0055], lines 5-8); and an audio module / sound card (42), the audio module operable 
to play an audio track / music, sound files during reel spins, the audio module (42) 
further operable to maintain audio track rhythm over multiple reel spins (see fig.3; 
par. [0047]; and par. [0054], lines 3-9). 

Re claim 2: Hecht et al discloses the computerized gaming system wherein the audio 
module / sound card (42) is operable to maintain audio track / music, sound files rhythm 
over multiple reel spins by playing a track / music, sound files continuously and by 
further fading in the track in conjunction with a spinning reel and by fading out the track 
in conjunction with a stopped reel (see fig.3; par. [0047]; par. [0054], lines 3-9; and 
par. [0067], lines 7-9). 
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Re claim 4: Hecht et al discloses the computerized gaming system wherein the audio 
module / sound card (42) is operable to maintain audio track rhythm over multiple reel 
spins by playing the track / music, sound files from a point calculated / sound-causing 
event to maintain rhythm from a previous reel spin upon initiation of reel spin (see par. 
[0054], lines 3-9). 

Re claim 5: Hecht et al disclose the computerized gaming system wherein the reels 
(34) are video representations of reels (34) on a video slot machine (see fig. la; par. 
[0037], lines 7-11). 

Re claim 6: Hecht et al discloses the computerized gaming system wherein the reels (34) 
are mechanical reels under the control of the computerized gaming system (see fig. la; 
par. [0036], lines 5-9). 

Re claim 7: Hecht et al discloses the computerized gaming system wherein the audio 
module / sound card (42) is operable to maintain audio track / music, sound files rhythm 
over multiple reel spins by playing a track / music, sound files continuously and by 
further fading in the track in conjunction with a spinning reel and by fading the track to a 
reduced volume in conjunction with a stopped reel (see fig.3; par. [0047]; par. [0052], 
lines 1-4; par. [0054], and lines 3-9). 

Re claim 8: Hecht et al discloses the computerized gaming system wherein the audio 
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module (42) is further operable to play at least one additional audio track in rhythm with 
the audio track / sound file played during reel (34) spin (see fig.4; pan [0070], lines 4-7). 

Re claim 9: Hecht et al discloses a method of operating a computerized gaming 
system, comprising: playing an audio track / music, sound files during reel spins of a 
reel slot machine game (10a) via an audio module / sound card (42), the audio module 
(42) further operable to maintain audio track rhythm over multiple reel spins (see 
fig.la and 3; par. [0047]; and par. [0054], lines 3-9) and wherein the reel slot 
machine game comprises a game upon which monetary value can be wagered (see par. 
[0055], lines 5-8). 

Re claim 10: Hecht et al discloses the method wherein the audio module / sound card 
(42) is operable to maintain audio track / music, sound files rhythm over multiple reel 
spins by playing a track / music, sound files continuously and by further fading in the 
track in conjunction with a spinning reel and by fading out the track in conjunction with a 
stopped reel (see fig.3; par. [0047]; par. [0054], lines 3-9; and par. [0067], lines 7-9). 

Re claim 12: Hecht et al discloses the method wherein the audio module / sound card 
(42) is operable to maintain audio track rhythm over multiple reel spins by playing the 
track / music, sound files from a point calculated / sound-causing event to maintain 
rhythm from a previous reel spin upon initiation of reel spin (see par. [0054], lines 3-9). 
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Re claim 13: Hecht et al disclose the method wherein the reels (34) are video 
representations of reels (34) on a video slot machine (see par. [0037], lines 7-11). 

Re claim 14: Hecht et al disclose the method wherein the reels (34) are mechanical reels 
under the control of the computerized gaming system (see fig.la; par. [0036], lines 5-9). 

Re claim 15: Hecht et al discloses the method wherein the audio module / sound card 
(42) is operable to maintain audio track / music, sound files rhythm over multiple reel 
spins by playing a track / music, sound files continuously and by further fading in the 
track in conjunction with a spinning reel and by fading the track to a reduced volume in 
conjunction with a stopped reel (see fig.3; par. [0047]; par. [0052], lines 1-4; par. 
[0054], and lines 3-9). 

Re claim 16: Hecht et al discloses the method wherein the audio module (42) is further 
operable to play at least one additional audio track in rhythm with the audio track / sound 
file played during reel (34) spin (see fig.4; par. [0070], lines 4-7). 

Re claim 17: Hecht et al discloses a computerized gaming system, comprising: a 
gaming module (10a), comprising a processor (38) and gaming code (72) which is 
operable when executed on the processor (38) to conduct a reel slot machine wagering 
game on which monetary value can be wagered (see fig.la, 2, and 3; par. [0038]; and 
par. [0055], lines 5-8); and an audio module / sound card (42), the audio module 
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operable to play an audio track / music, sound files during reel spins at a louder volume 
level and to play the audio track at a quieter or muted volume level when the reels are not 
spinning, the audio module (42) further operable to maintain audio track rhythm over 
multiple reel spins (see fig.3; par, [0047]; par, [0052], lines 1-4; par. [0054], lines 3- 
9; and par. [0067], lines 7-9). 

Re claim 18: Hecht et al discloses the computerized gaming system wherein the audio 
track / sound files comprises multiple audio element tracks / sound files, musical sound 
recordings, sound effect recordings (see par. [0048]), and wherein only select / 
certain audio element tracks / sounds, music are played on each reel spin (see par. 
[0010], lines 9-13). 

Re claim 20: Hecht et al discloses a machine-readable medium / memory storage 
devices with instructions stored thereon (see par. [0011], lines 5-6), the instructions 
when executed operable to cause a computerized gaming system to: conduct a reel slot 
machine wagering game upon which monetary value can be wagered (see fig. la, 2, 
and 3; par. [0038]; and par. [0055], lines 5-8); and play an audio track during reel 
spins at a louder volume level and to play the audio track at a quieter or a muted 
volume level when the reels are not spinning, the audio module further operable to 
maintain audio track rhythm over multiple reel spins (see fig.3; par. [0047]; par. 
[0052], lines 1-4; par. [0054], lines 3-9; and par. [0067], lines 7-9). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 3 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hecht et 
al (US 2003/0073491) in view of Bates et al (US 2003/0130020). The teachings of Hecht et 
al have been discussed above. 

Re claim 3: Hecht et al teach the computerized gaming system comprising an audio 
module / sound card (42). 

However, Hecht et al fails to teach the computerized gaming system wherein the audio 
module is further operable to loop play the continuous track such that rhythm of the track is 
maintained. 

Bates et al teaches the computerized gaming system wherein the audio module (305) is 
further operable to loop play the continuous track / sound such that rhythm of the track is 
maintained (see fig.3; par. [0023], lines 10-12). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include in the computerized gaming system an audio module further 
operable to loop play the continuous track such that rhythm of the track is maintained, so as to 
prevent the player from getting bored by attracting the attention of the players of the gaming 
system, thereby increasing the players enjoyment of the gaming system. 
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Re claim 1 1 : Hecht et al teach the method of operating a computerized gaming system 
comprising an audio module / sound card (42). 

However, Hecht et al fails to teach the method wherein the audio module is further 
operable to loop play the continuous track such that rhythm of the track is maintained. 

Bates et al teaches the method wherein the audio module (305) is further operable to 
loop play the continuous track / sound such that rhythm of the track is maintained (see fig.3; 
par. [0023], lines 10-12). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include in the computerized gaming system an audio module further 
operable to loop play the continuous track such that rhythm of the track is maintained, so as to 
prevent the player from getting bored by attracting the attention of the players of the gaming 

system, thereby increasing the players enjoyment of the gaming system. 

< 

12. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hecht et al (US 
2003/0073491) in view of Tsukahara (US 6,416,411). The teachings of Hecht et al have 
been discussed above. 

Re claim 19: Hecht et al teach the computerized gaming system with reel spin (see 
par. [0054], Hnes8-9). 

However, Hecht et al fails to teach the computerized gaming system wherein at least 
one of the selected audio element tracks played on each reel spin is randomly selected for 
each reel spin. 

Tsukahara teaches the computerized gaming system wherein at least one of the 
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selected audio element tracks played on each reel spin is randomly selected for each reel spin 
(see col.10, lines 5-9). 

. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include in the computerized gaming system a random selection of 
audio element tracks for each reel spin so that the player do not loose pleasure in the game by 
hearing the audio tracks in the same sequence every time; including the random audio track 
selection increases the players appeal in the computerized gaming system thereby increasing the 
* players enjoyment of the gaming system. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Gwiasda et al discloses a slot machine arm switch controller; Yoseloff et al discloses 
a reel or video reel gaming format; Okuniewicz discloses a programmable sound card for 
electronic devices; Hecht et al discloses a gaming device having pitch-shifted sound and music; 
Smith et al discloses a gaming system and method. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adetokunbo O. Torimiro whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1345. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8am - 4pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jong-Suk (James) Lee can be reached on (571) 272-7044. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
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Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1006. 
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